
Page 1 of 2 
 

AGENDA 
 
THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT WILL ASSEMBLE FOR A HEARING OF APPEALS 
FROM THE AITKIN COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE ON October 1, 2025 AT 4:00 P.M. 
IN THE AITKIN COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER BOARD ROOM, 307 SECOND 
STREET NW, AITKIN, MN 56431. THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS WILL BE 
REVIEWED.  
 
1. Call the meeting to order. 
2. Roll call. 
3. Approve the agenda for the October 1, 2025 Board of Adjustment meeting. 
 
Old Business: 
 
4. WILLIAM L COOK TRUSTEE, 20379 529TH LANE, MCGREGOR, MN 55760, is 
requesting a variance from the maximum allowed 30 cubic yards of material to excavate 
and/or place 600 cubic yards of material in a bluff impact zone. S 400 OF LOT 2 & THE NE 
SW LESS APPROX 26 AC & LESS THE PT IN DOC 480415, Section Twenty-nine (29), 
Township Fifty (50), Range Twenty-three (23), Aitkin County, MN. 
 

APP-2024-001279 
 

New Business: 
 
5. NEIL & NANCY STEFFL, 4735 CHANDLER RD, SHOREVIEW, MN 55126, are 
requesting a variance from the required 30 foot township road right-of-way setback to a 
setback distance of 20 feet and a variance from the maximum 15% building coverage to a 
coverage of 20.1% to construct a 672 square foot accessory structure, in an area zoned 
shoreland. LOT 13 FARM ISLAND BEACH. Section Four (4), Township Forty-five (45), 
Range Twenty-seven (27), Aitkin County, MN. 

 
APP-2025-000776 

 
6. DOYLE & VICKI JELSING, 43911 291ST LN, AITKIN, MN 56431, are requesting a 
variance from the required 100 foot ordinary high water level setback on a recreational 
development lake (Farm Island) to construct a 10 foot by 15 foot breezeway on an existing 
nonconforming residence located 77 feet from the ordinary high water level; and an after the 
fact variance for a 252 square foot accessory building located 25 feet from the ordinary high 
water level, which is in the shore impact zone. LOT 39 POINT OF VIEW. Section Twenty-
nine (29), Township Forty-six (46), Range Twenty-seven (27), Aitkin County, MN. 

 
APP-2025-000785 

 
7. BRANDON & LORI NIESEN, 40201 FAIRWAY LN, ONAMIA, MN 56359, are requesting 
an after the fact variance from Section 5.22 (G) of the Shoreland Management Ordinance 
for a 220 square foot patio, in an area zoned shoreland. LOT 75 REITERS ORIGINAL PLAT 
ON SANDY LAKE. Section Seventeen (17), Township Forty-nine (49), Range Twenty-three 
(23), Aitkin County, MN. 

 
APP-2025-000798 
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8. MARK POPPEN & CLAUDIA FIERRO-POPPEN, 2390 LONGACRES DR, 
CHANHASSEN, MN 55317, are requesting an after the fact variance from the required 100 
foot ordinary high water level setback on a recreational development lake (Farm Island) to a 
setback distance of 76 feet for a 500 square foot deck on an existing nonconforming 
residence located 79 feet from the ordinary high water level; and an after the fact variance 
for a 96 square foot deck on an existing nonconforming guest cottage located 58 feet from 
the ordinary high water level, in an area zoned shoreland. .67 AC IN LOT 2 IN DOC 415087. 
Section Twenty-nine (29), Township Forty-six (46), Range Twenty-seven (27), Aitkin 
County, MN. 

 
APP-2025-000791 

 
 
 

 
9. Approval of minutes, September 3, 2025. 
10. Adjourn. 
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NOTICE OF HEARING 
 
THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT WILL ASSEMBLE FOR A HEARING OF APPEALS 
FROM THE AITKIN COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE ON October 1, 2025 AT 4:00 P.M. 
IN THE AITKIN COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER BOARD ROOM, 307 SECOND 
STREET NW, AITKIN, MN 56431. THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS WILL BE 
REVIEWED.  

 
NEIL & NANCY STEFFL, 4735 CHANDLER RD, SHOREVIEW, MN 55126, are requesting 
a variance from the required 30 foot township road right-of-way setback to a setback 
distance of 20 feet and a variance from the maximum 15% building coverage to a coverage 
of 20.1% to construct a 672 square foot accessory structure, in an area zoned shoreland. 
LOT 13 FARM ISLAND BEACH. Section Four (4), Township Forty-five (45), Range Twenty-
seven (27), Aitkin County, MN. 

 
APP-2025-000776 

 
DOYLE & VICKI JELSING, 43911 291ST LN, AITKIN, MN 56431, are requesting a 
variance from the required 100 foot ordinary high water level setback on a recreational 
development lake (Farm Island) to construct a 10 foot by 15 foot breezeway on an existing 
nonconforming residence located 77 feet from the ordinary high water level; and an after the 
fact variance for a 252 square foot accessory building located 25 feet from the ordinary high 
water level, which is in the shore impact zone. LOT 39 POINT OF VIEW. Section Twenty-
nine (29), Township Forty-six (46), Range Twenty-seven (27), Aitkin County, MN. 

 
APP-2025-000785 

 
BRANDON & LORI NIESEN, 40201 FAIRWAY LN, ONAMIA, MN 56359, are requesting an 
after the fact variance from Section 5.22 (G) of the Shoreland Management Ordinance for a 
220 square foot patio, in an area zoned shoreland. LOT 75 REITERS ORIGINAL PLAT ON 
SANDY LAKE. Section Seventeen (17), Township Forty-nine (49), Range Twenty-three 
(23), Aitkin County, MN. 

 
APP-2025-000798 

 
MARK POPPEN & CLAUDIA FIERRO-POPPEN, 2390 LONGACRES DR, CHANHASSEN, 
MN 55317, are requesting an after the fact variance from the required 100 foot ordinary high 
water level setback on a recreational development lake (Farm Island) to a setback distance 
of 76 feet for a 500 square foot deck on an existing nonconforming residence located 79 
feet from the ordinary high water level; and an after the fact variance for a 96 square foot 
deck on an existing nonconforming guest cottage located 58 feet from the ordinary high 
water level, in an area zoned shoreland. .67 AC IN LOT 2 IN DOC 415087. Section Twenty-
nine (29), Township Forty-six (46), Range Twenty-seven (27), Aitkin County, MN. 

 
APP-2025-000791 
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Property Location

Property:

Property Location
Property
Attributes

Parcel
Number

Property
Address

Township or
City Name

Owner
Name(s)

Taxpayer
Name(s)

Legal
Description Plat Name

Section-
Township-
Range

Lake
Class

Lake
Name

11-1-
084800

43676
273rd Ln
AITKIN,
MN 56431

HAZELTON
TWP

STEFFL,
NEIL G &
NANCY K

STEFFL,
NEIL G &
NANCY K

LOT 13
FARM
ISLAND
BEACH

S:4 T:45 R:27 RD
FARM
ISLAND
LAKE

Driving directions to the
proposed project from Aitkin:

From Aitkin HWY 169 south take a right on Tame Fish Road/Co Rd 11, take second right on to 436th Pl Follow road to lake and turns 
to the left go down about 5 houses until you see the green mailbox with 43676 and the Steffl sign.

Is the above parcel located in
the Shoreland Zoning
District?

Yes

9/2/25, 8:24 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215014#option-results 2/8



Detailed Narrative

Enter a Detailed Narrative (If
you have a prepared narrative
please state "See attached"
and
attach the document below):

Build a new garage 28ft wide x 24ft deep, no living quarters, Due to our property lot being only 60 feet wide and consistent both 
adjoining properties that have similar variances, request setback of garage to county road of 20 ft.  Also request variance of building 
coverage which I calculate including proposed garage of 20.1%   Position of proposed garage is included on the land survey.

Attach prepared narrative
here:

File 1:  Lake_Property_Survey_with_well_depth.pdf

Provide the Ordinance(s) and
the Section(s) of the
Ordinance(s) from
which you are requesting a
variance:

30Ft setback from county road, building coverage 20.1%

Are you requesting a variance
to a road right-of-way setback
in one of these Townships?
Fleming, Glen, Lakeside,
Pliny, Shamrock, Wagner

No

Supplemental Data

Attach completed form here: File 1:  Part_1_Supplemental_Data_to_variance_app.pdf

9/2/25, 8:24 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215014#option-results 3/8

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1195/57831/Lake_Property_Survey_with_well_depth.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1195/57831/Lake_Property_Survey_with_well_depth.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1444/57832/Part_1_Supplemental_Data_to_variance_app.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1444/57832/Part_1_Supplemental_Data_to_variance_app.pdf


A Scaled Drawing or Survey

Scaled Drawing or Survey
Checklist:

Location and dimensions for all lot lines.
Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed structures/additions.
Location and depth of all existing and proposed wells within 100 feet of the property.
Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed septic system components (septic tank, septic drainfield).
Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed driveways, road right-of-ways, and easements.
Indicate all setback distances for items listed above: ordinary high water level of lakes or rivers, lot lines, road right-of-ways, etc.

Attach a Scaled Drawing or
Survey:

File 1:  Lake_Property_Survey_with_well_depth.pdf

Side Profile Sketch of the Structure

Attach a side profile sketch of
your proposed structure or
addition here (if applicable):

File 1:  Sketch_of_28ft_x_24ft_Garage.pdf

Certificate of Septic Compliance

Please attach a copy of one
of the following:
- A current compliance
inspection on the existing
septic system.
- A design for a
new/replacement septic
system.

File 1:  Becklin_Consulting_Engineer_Septic_Setback.pdf

File 2:  Septic_System_Redesign_8_2025.pdf

9/2/25, 8:24 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215014#option-results 4/8

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1445/57831/Lake_Property_Survey_with_well_depth.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1445/57831/Lake_Property_Survey_with_well_depth.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1446/57596/Sketch_of_28ft_x_24ft_Garage.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1446/57596/Sketch_of_28ft_x_24ft_Garage.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1449/57835/Becklin_Consulting_Engineer_Septic_Setback.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1449/57835/Becklin_Consulting_Engineer_Septic_Setback.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1449/57834/Septic_System_Redesign_8_2025.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1449/57834/Septic_System_Redesign_8_2025.pdf


Shoreland Performance Worksheet

Complete the Shoreland
Performance Worksheet and
attach here:

File 1:  Aitkin_Shore_shoreland_Performance.pdf

Standard Erosion Control Plan

Attach the completed
Standard Erosion Control
Plan here:

File 1:  Erosion_Control_Checklist.pdf

Property Deed

Attach the property deed(s): File 1:  Deed_Lake_Property_Neil_Steffl.pdf

Terms

General Terms

The landowner or authorized agent hereby certifies that to the best of their knowledge the application and supporting documents are a factual representation of the
proposed project. The landowner or authorized agent agrees that, in making application, the landowner grants permission to Aitkin County, at reasonable times, to
enter the property to determine compliance of the application with applicable Local, County or State Ordinances or Statutes. It is the applicant's responsibility to
contact other Local, County or State agencies to ensure the applicant has complied with all relevant Local, County or State Ordinances or Statutes.

Submittal of the above materials does not always constitute a complete application. Other information may be necessary to complete the application based on the
type of request and onsite inspection.

I acknowledge that by submitting this application, the application and its attachments are public information.

9/2/25, 8:24 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215014#option-results 5/8

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1447/57842/Aitkin_Shore_shoreland_Performance.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1447/57842/Aitkin_Shore_shoreland_Performance.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1448/57843/Erosion_Control_Checklist.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1448/57843/Erosion_Control_Checklist.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1450/57836/Deed_Lake_Property_Neil_Steffl.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215014/1450/57836/Deed_Lake_Property_Neil_Steffl.pdf


Invoice #63978 (08/30/2025) Expected Payment Method: Pay Online - Card or ECheck

Charge Cost Quantity Total

Recording Fee added 08/30/2025 2:22 PM

$46 Flat Fee
$46.00 x 1 $46.00

Variance added 08/30/2025 2:22 PM

$650 Flat Fee
$650.00 x 1 $650.00

Grand Total

Total $696.00

Payment 08/30/2025 $696.00

Due $0.00

Approvals

Approval Signature

Applicant Neil Steffl - 08/30/2025 5:16 PM
a3fa2ab7be7cc0447e71bb587d24c1ef

49e30e4042fb6a6709dad98e6af75985

#1 Administrative Review Kim Burton - 09/02/2025 8:24 AM
fbaf64bf42628043976e4c264cce11d7

557745df4279758162d5128d58cf46f8

#2 Board of Adjustment Approval  

Public Notes

9/2/25, 8:24 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215014#option-results 6/8



Text:

File(s):

Admin Checklist

This review has been started
by:

Kim Burton

Zoning District of project
location:

Shoreland

Project located in the
floodplain?

No

Is the parcel a Lot of Record
before 1-21-92 or have

alternate sites been
identified?

Yes

Is this an after-the-fact
application?

No

Numbers

9/2/25, 8:24 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215014#option-results 7/8



  Current Number Next from Sequence

UID # 215014 not applicable

App. # 2025-000776 ««««   2025-000779

Permit # ««««   2025-0637

Print View

9/2/25, 8:24 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215014#option-results 8/8













Becklin & Whitney 
Consulting Engineers, Inc. 

523 MAIN STREET NORTH, SUITE 1 

CAMBRIDGE, MN 55008 

PHONE (763) 689-5631 FAX (763) 552-5631 

 
                                                                       August 28, 2025 

Neil Steffl 

4735 Chandler Road 

Shoreview, MN 55126 

 

RE: Review of Proposed Garage adjacent to 

 Septic System Drain Field 

 43676 273rd Lane 

 Aitkin, MN 

  

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Introduction & Site Visit 

The owner is planning to build a new slab on grade garage.  The septic system drain fields are being 

reconfigured to be adjacent to proposed 24-foot x 28-foot garage.  We were asked to determine the 

minimum distance allowed between drain field and garage. 

 

Discussion 

Typical depth to bottom of rock in drain field is 3 feet.  Garage may be a floating slab or have frost depth 

foundation.  A 5-foot separation from drain field rock is acceptable.  The 5-foot separation from the drain 

field will keep the drain field out of the influence zone of garage foundation.  No drain field rock is to be 

disturbed when foundation for the garage.  Do not drive machinery between addition and drain field. 

 

Conclusions   

The garage can be built as close as 5 feet to the drain field rock bed and will not interfere with septic system 

function.  Install rain gutters on garage to direct water away from the area between garage and drain field.  

Surface water needs to drain away from area between addition and drain field.  Do not drive heavy 

machinery between the addition and drain field. 

 

Attachments: Related Documents 

 

 
 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PLAN, 

SPECIFICATION, OR REPORT WAS PREPARED BY ME 

OR UNDER MY DIRECT SUPERVISION AND THAT I 

AM A DULY REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL 

ENGINEER UNDER THE    LAWS OF THE STATE OF 

MINNESOTA. 

 
WILLIAM A. BECKLIN, P.E.               

DATE: AUGUST 28, 2025                 LIC.  NO.  18494

 

 













 



























Property Location

Property:

Property Location
Property
Attributes

Parcel
Number

Property
Address

Township or
City Name

Owner
Name(s)

Taxpayer
Name(s)

Legal
Description

Plat
Name

Section-
Township-
Range

Lake
Class

Lake
Name

07-1-
126000

43911
291st Ln
AITKIN,
MN 56431

FARM
ISLAND
TWP

JELSING,
DOYLE W
AND VICKI J

JELSING,
DOYLE W
AND VICKI J

LOT 39
POINT
OF
VIEW

S:29 T:46
R:27

RD
FARM
ISLAND
LAKE

Driving directions to the
proposed project from Aitkin:

South on 169 12 miles right on Pioneer Ave  County 28, 3 miles left on 442nd. 1.5 miles left on 291st, last home on the point

Is the above parcel located in
the Shoreland Zoning
District?

Yes

9/3/25, 2:02 PM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215177#approval-results 2/8



Detailed Narrative

Enter a Detailed Narrative (If
you have a prepared narrative
please state "See attached"
and
attach the document below):

<10 X <15 Breezeway between the garage and house
Hardship:
Home is on the point. Wind in three directions causes drifting across the entry steps.
We would like to attach the garage to home via a breezeway. Doyle has neuropathy with balance issues and Vicki has severe 
osteoporosis so we want to avoid falling at our age.
We have modified the interior of our home with walkin shower, handicapp bathroom doors, and new flooring.  This continues the 
improvements to allow aging in place.

Provide the Ordinance(s) and
the Section(s) of the
Ordinance(s) from
which you are requesting a
variance:

modification of the home not meeting the lake setback requirements

Are you requesting a variance
to a road right-of-way setback
in one of these Townships?
Fleming, Glen, Lakeside,
Pliny, Shamrock, Wagner

No

Supplemental Data

Attach completed form here: File 1:  Supplement.pdf

9/3/25, 2:02 PM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215177#approval-results 3/8

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1444/57911/Supplement.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1444/57911/Supplement.pdf


A Scaled Drawing or Survey

Scaled Drawing or Survey
Checklist:

Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed structures/additions.
Indicate all setback distances for items listed above: ordinary high water level of lakes or rivers, lot lines, road right-of-ways, etc.

Attach a Scaled Drawing or
Survey:

File 1:  Breezeway_site_plan.pdf

Side Profile Sketch of the Structure

Attach a side profile sketch of
your proposed structure or
addition here (if applicable):

File 1: Br.jpg

Certificate of Septic Compliance

Please attach a copy of one
of the following:
- A current compliance
inspection on the existing
septic system.
- A design for a
new/replacement septic
system.

File 1:  septic_compliance.pdf

9/3/25, 2:02 PM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215177#approval-results 4/8

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1445/57878/Breezeway_site_plan.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1445/57878/Breezeway_site_plan.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1446/57879/Br.jpg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1446/57879/Br.jpg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1446/57879/Br.jpg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1449/57857/septic_compliance.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1449/57857/septic_compliance.pdf


Shoreland Performance Worksheet

Complete the Shoreland
Performance Worksheet and
attach here:

File 1:  shoreland.pdf

Standard Erosion Control Plan

Attach the completed
Standard Erosion Control
Plan here:

File 1:  errosion.pdf

Property Deed

Attach the property deed(s): File 1:  Deed.pdf

Terms

General Terms

The landowner or authorized agent hereby certifies that to the best of their knowledge the application and supporting documents are a factual representation of the
proposed project. The landowner or authorized agent agrees that, in making application, the landowner grants permission to Aitkin County, at reasonable times, to
enter the property to determine compliance of the application with applicable Local, County or State Ordinances or Statutes. It is the applicant's responsibility to
contact other Local, County or State agencies to ensure the applicant has complied with all relevant Local, County or State Ordinances or Statutes.

Submittal of the above materials does not always constitute a complete application. Other information may be necessary to complete the application based on the
type of request and onsite inspection.

I acknowledge that by submitting this application, the application and its attachments are public information.

9/3/25, 2:02 PM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215177#approval-results 5/8

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1447/57886/shoreland.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1447/57886/shoreland.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1448/57887/errosion.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1448/57887/errosion.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1450/57858/Deed.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215177/1450/57858/Deed.pdf


Invoice #64109 (09/02/2025) Expected Payment Method: Check to be mailed

Charge Cost Quantity Total

Recording Fee added 09/01/2025 10:05 PM

$46 Flat Fee
$46.00 x 1 $46.00

Variance added 09/01/2025 10:05 PM

$650 Flat Fee
$650.00 x 1 $650.00

Grand Total

Total $696.00

Payment 09/02/2025 $696.00

Due $0.00

Results (Go to top)
Signature accepted
Failed to send Variance Ready for Action notification to:

Approvals

Approval Signature

Applicant Doyle Jelsing - 09/03/2025 10:58 AM
6df57aa3e529c8ffc7e8cb5e5c378db7

e71f0df81f4da6c4a314dfa970591ad3

#1 Administrative Review Kim Burton - 09/03/2025 2:01 PM
e3f99f3b8ac766ace84fa7fb48158b0a

aa07e5408d5f942149565f3e148f44bc

#2 Board of Adjustment Approval  

Public Notes

9/3/25, 2:02 PM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215177#approval-results 6/8

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/admst/notify.php?id=123


Text:

File(s):

Admin Checklist

This review has been started
by:

Kim Burton

Zoning District of project
location:

Shoreland

Project located in the
floodplain?

No

Is the parcel a Lot of Record
before 1-21-92 or have

alternate sites been
identified?

Yes

Is this an after-the-fact
application?

No

Numbers

9/3/25, 2:02 PM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215177#approval-results 7/8



  Current Number Next from Sequence

UID # 215177 not applicable

App. # 2025-000785 ««««   2025-000792

Permit # ««««   2025-0642

Print View

9/3/25, 2:02 PM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215177#approval-results 8/8























Property Location

Property:

Property Location
Property
Attributes

Parcel
Number

Property
Address

Township or
City Name

Owner
Name(s)

Taxpayer
Name(s)

Legal
Description Plat Name

Section-
Township-
Range

Lake
Class

Lake
Name

29-1-
140800

20568 498th
Ln
MCGREGOR,
MN 55760

SHAMROCK
TWP

NIESEN,
BRANDON
COLE & LORI
LYNN

NIESEN,
BRANDON
COLE & LORI
LYNN

LOT 75

REITERS
ORIGINAL
PLAT ON
SANDY LAKE

S:17 T:49
R:23

GD
BIG
SANDY
LAKE

Driving directions to the
proposed project from Aitkin:

From Aitkin County Courthouse, Drive 8.1 Miles North on 169, Turn Right onto MN-210, Drive 14 miles, Turn Left onto MN-65, Drive 
7.1 Miles, Turn Right onto Lake Ave, Drive 2.1 miles, Turn Left onto 202nd Pl, Drive .8 miles, Turn Left onto 498th Ln, Drive .3 miles, 
Turn Right, Arrive at 20568 489th Ln, McGregor.

Is the above parcel located in
the Shoreland Zoning
District?

Yes

9/9/25, 9:20 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=214806#approval-results 2/8



Detailed Narrative

Enter a Detailed Narrative (If
you have a prepared narrative
please state "See attached"
and
attach the document below):

We purchased this property in 2022 with an existing patio. The previous owners did not pull a permit to build & we were completely 
unaware of this situation. We would like to be allowed to keep this patio as it extends our small living space as we are only a 3 
season cabin owner. We are asking for a variance to maintain our existing patio.

Attach prepared narrative
here:

File 1: Cabin_Image_1.jpg

Provide the Ordinance(s) and
the Section(s) of the
Ordinance(s) from
which you are requesting a
variance:

Per Section 3.11

Are you requesting a variance
to a township road right-of-
way setback and located in
one of these Townships?
Fleming, Glen, Lakeside,
Pliny, Shamrock, Wagner

No

9/9/25, 9:20 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=214806#approval-results 3/8

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1195/57545/Cabin_Image_1.jpg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1195/57545/Cabin_Image_1.jpg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1195/57545/Cabin_Image_1.jpg


Supplemental Data

Attach completed form here: File 1:  Supplemental_Data_Form_Cabin.pdf

A Scaled Drawing or Survey

Scaled Drawing or Survey
Checklist:

Location and dimensions for all lot lines.
Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed structures/additions.
Location and depth of all existing and proposed wells within 100 feet of the property.
Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed septic system components (septic tank, septic drainfield).
Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed driveways, road right-of-ways, and easements.
If topography is unusual, show elevations and location of bluffs, steep slopes, wetlands, etc.
Indicate all setback distances for items listed above: ordinary high water level of lakes or rivers, lot lines, road right-of-ways, etc.

Attach a Scaled Drawing or
Survey:

File 1:  Scaled_Drawing_of_Property.pdf

Certificate of Septic Compliance

Attach a copy of one of the
following, if applicable:
- A current compliance
inspection on an existing
septic system.
- A design for a
new/replacement septic
system.

File 1:  AITKIN_COUNTY_-_PZ-PERMITS_-_29-1-140800.pdf

9/9/25, 9:20 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=214806#approval-results 4/8

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1444/57546/Supplemental_Data_Form_Cabin.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1444/57546/Supplemental_Data_Form_Cabin.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1445/57547/Scaled_Drawing_of_Property.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1445/57547/Scaled_Drawing_of_Property.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1449/57932/AITKIN_COUNTY_-_PZ-PERMITS_-_29-1-140800.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1449/57932/AITKIN_COUNTY_-_PZ-PERMITS_-_29-1-140800.pdf


Shoreland Performance Worksheet

Complete the Shoreland
Performance Worksheet and
attach here:

File 1:  Shoreland_Performance_Worksheet.pdf

Standard Erosion Control Plan

Attach the completed
Standard Erosion Control
Plan here:

File 1:  Standard_Erosion_Control_Plan_Cabin.pdf

Property Deed

Attach the property deed: File 1:  Property_Deed_Cabin.pdf

Other

Attach "Other" information (if
necessary):

File 1:  Letter.pdf

Terms

9/9/25, 9:20 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=214806#approval-results 5/8

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1447/57936/Shoreland_Performance_Worksheet.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1447/57936/Shoreland_Performance_Worksheet.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1448/57550/Standard_Erosion_Control_Plan_Cabin.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1448/57550/Standard_Erosion_Control_Plan_Cabin.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1450/57551/Property_Deed_Cabin.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1450/57551/Property_Deed_Cabin.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1258/57552/Letter.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/214806/1258/57552/Letter.pdf


General Terms

The landowner or authorized agent hereby certifies that to the best of their knowledge the application and supporting documents are a factual representation of the
proposed project. The landowner or authorized agent agrees that, in making application, the landowner grants permission to Aitkin County, at reasonable times, to
enter the property to determine compliance of the application with applicable Local, County or State Ordinances or Statutes. It is the applicant's responsibility to
contact other Local, County or State agencies to ensure the applicant has complied with all relevant Local, County or State Ordinances or Statutes.

Submittal of the above materials does not always constitute a complete application. Other information may be necessary to complete the application based on the
type of request and onsite inspection.

I acknowledge that by submitting this application, the application and its attachments are public information.

Invoice #63781 (09/04/2025) Expected Payment Method: Pay Online - Card or ECheck

Charge Cost Quantity Total

Recording Fee added 09/04/2025 5:03 PM

(Nonrefundable)
$46.00 x 1 $46.00

Variance added 09/04/2025 5:03 PM

(Nonrefundable)
$650.00 x 1 $650.00

Grand Total

Total $696.00

Payment 09/04/2025 $696.00

Due $0.00

Results (Go to top)
Signature accepted
Failed to send Variance Ready for Action notification to:

Approvals

Approval Signature

9/9/25, 9:20 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=214806#approval-results 6/8

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/admst/notify.php?id=123


Applicant brandon C. Niesen - 09/04/2025 5:14 PM
7a99670e0782db3bba49b5548db7e1d5

6c5aa7be506ef380ad32b1ba4eb9adc7

#1 Administrative Review Kim Burton - 09/09/2025 9:19 AM
1caf7d6128d6ba7b6ecb5e8db673cc7b

6320a607ddf748923b24357e4a14f2aa

#2 Board of Adjustment Approval  

Public Notes

Text:

File(s):

Admin Checklist

This review has been started
by:

Kim Burton

Zoning District of project
location:

Shoreland

Project located in the
floodplain?

No

9/9/25, 9:20 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=214806#approval-results 7/8



Is the parcel a Lot of Record
before 1-21-92 or have

alternate sites been
identified?

Yes

Is this an after-the-fact
application?

Yes

Numbers

  Current Number Next from Sequence

UID # 214806 not applicable

App. # 2025-000798 ««««   2025-000811

Permit # ««««   2025-0661

Print View

9/9/25, 9:20 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=214806#approval-results 8/8







































Property Location

Property:

Property Location
Property
Attributes

Parcel
Number

Property
Address

Township
or City
Name Owner Name(s)

Taxpayer
Name(s)

Legal
Description

Plat
Name

Section-
Township-
Range

Lake
Class

Lake
Name

07-0-
064502

29490
442nd Pl
AITKIN,
MN 56431

FARM
ISLAND
TWP

POPPEN,
MARK &
FIERRO-
POPPEN,
CLAUD

POPPEN,
MARK &
FIERRO-
POPPEN,
CLAUD

.67 AC IN LOT
2 IN DOC
415087

S:29 T:46
R:27

RD
FARM
ISLAND
LAKE

Driving directions to the
proposed project from Aitkin:

Take 210
Turn left onto Pioneer Avenue
Right right onto 442n Avenue
The destination is on your left

Is the above parcel located in
the Shoreland Zoning
District?

Yes

9/9/25, 8:26 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215170#approval-results 2/7



Detailed Narrative

Enter a Detailed Narrative (If
you have a prepared narrative
please state "See attached"
and
attach the document below):

See attached

Attach prepared narrative
here:

File 1:  Variance_Request_Aitkin_County_2.docx

Provide the Ordinance(s) and
the Section(s) of the
Ordinance(s) from
which you are requesting a
variance:

Section 5.2 of Shoreland Management Ordinance.

Supplemental Data

Attach completed form here: File 1:  Variance_document.pdf

A Scaled Drawing or Survey

Scaled Drawing or Survey
Checklist:

Location and dimensions for all lot lines.
Indicate all setback distances for items listed above: ordinary high water level of lakes or rivers, lot lines, road right-of-ways, etc.

Attach a Scaled Drawing or
Survey:

File 1:  Certificate_of_Survey.pdf

9/9/25, 8:26 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215170#approval-results 3/7

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1195/57909/Variance_Request_Aitkin_County_2.docx
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1195/57909/Variance_Request_Aitkin_County_2.docx
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1444/57894/Variance_document.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1444/57894/Variance_document.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1445/57838/Certificate_of_Survey.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1445/57838/Certificate_of_Survey.pdf


Side Profile Sketch of the Structure

Attach a side profile sketch of
your proposed structure or
addition here (if applicable):

File 1:  Sketches_for_Variance.pdf

Certificate of Septic Compliance

Attach a copy of one of the
following, if applicable:
- A current compliance
inspection on an existing
septic system.
- A design for a
new/replacement septic
system.

File 1:  4227_001.pdf

File 2:  Engineer_Report_Aitkin_home.pdf

Shoreland Performance Worksheet

Complete the Shoreland
Performance Worksheet and
attach here:

File 1:  Aitkin_Shoreland_Performance_1.pdf

Standard Erosion Control Plan

Attach the completed
Standard Erosion Control
Plan here:

File 1:  Erosion_Control_Plan.pdf

9/9/25, 8:26 AM OneGov
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https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1446/57839/Sketches_for_Variance.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1446/57839/Sketches_for_Variance.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1449/57914/4227_001.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1449/57914/4227_001.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1449/57965/Engineer_Report_Aitkin_home.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1449/57965/Engineer_Report_Aitkin_home.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1447/57964/Aitkin_Shoreland_Performance_1.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1447/57964/Aitkin_Shoreland_Performance_1.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1448/57905/Erosion_Control_Plan.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1448/57905/Erosion_Control_Plan.pdf


Property Deed

Attach the property deed: File 1:  479899-p0001_-_p0003.pdf

Terms

General Terms

The landowner or authorized agent hereby certifies that to the best of their knowledge the application and supporting documents are a factual representation of the
proposed project. The landowner or authorized agent agrees that, in making application, the landowner grants permission to Aitkin County, at reasonable times, to
enter the property to determine compliance of the application with applicable Local, County or State Ordinances or Statutes. It is the applicant's responsibility to
contact other Local, County or State agencies to ensure the applicant has complied with all relevant Local, County or State Ordinances or Statutes.

Submittal of the above materials does not always constitute a complete application. Other information may be necessary to complete the application based on the
type of request and onsite inspection.

I acknowledge that by submitting this application, the application and its attachments are public information.

Invoice #64102 (09/03/2025) Expected Payment Method: Pay Online - Card or ECheck

Charge Cost Quantity Total

Recording Fee added 08/30/2025 3:26 PM

(Nonrefundable)
$46.00 x 1 $46.00

Variance added 08/30/2025 3:26 PM

(Nonrefundable)
$650.00 x 1 $650.00

Grand Total

Total $696.00

Payment 09/03/2025 $696.00

Due $0.00

9/9/25, 8:26 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215170#approval-results 5/7

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1450/57862/479899-p0001_-_p0003.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/215170/1450/57862/479899-p0001_-_p0003.pdf


Results (Go to top)
Signature accepted
Failed to send Variance Ready for Action notification to:

Approvals

Approval Signature

Applicant online submittal - 09/08/2025 9:34 AM - witnessed by Kim Burton
d1e47e5655e17837f463879980ed4a0f

9452429c256370b1b322dfbf28d54df6

#1 Administrative Review Kim Burton - 09/09/2025 8:25 AM
d56db610a02641dbc359f63afd7df93c

b3c0d8f57135510a990ebb2f81ba79c3

#2 Board of Adjustment Approval  

Public Notes

Text:

File(s):

Admin Checklist

9/9/25, 8:26 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215170#approval-results 6/7

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/admst/notify.php?id=123


This review has been started
by:

Kim Burton

Zoning District of project
location:

Shoreland

Project located in the
floodplain?

No

Is the parcel a Lot of Record
before 1-21-92 or have

alternate sites been
identified?

Yes

Is this an after-the-fact
application?

Yes

Numbers

  Current Number Next from Sequence

UID # 215170 not applicable

App. # 2025-000791 ««««   2025-000809

Permit # ««««   2025-0661

Print View

9/9/25, 8:26 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=215170#approval-results 7/7



Proposed Project Narrative & Variance Request 
Property Location: 29490 442nd Place, Aitkin, MN |  Parcel # 07-0-064502 
Type of Project: Residential – deck expansions 
Applicant(s): Mark Poppen, Claudia Fierro-Poppen 

 

Project Overview 

We own a lakeshore property in Aitkin County that includes a main residence and a small bunk house. We are 
seeking approval for two related deck projects: 

1. Expansion of the main home’s deck by two and a half (2.5) feet toward the lake and three (3) feet toward 
the neighboring property. 
 

○ Current main deck = 220 sq ft; proposed expansion = 392 sq ft. 
 

○ Current open porch = 72 sq ft; proposed expansion = 108 sq ft. 
 

○ This request requires a variance because the expansion extends into the 100-foot lake setback. A 
variance of 76.5 feet is being requested (vs. the existing approved 79-foot setback). 
 

2. Construction of a new 8' × 12' deck (96 sq ft) on the small bunk house. 
 

○ Current regulations only allow a 32 sq ft deck without a permit. 
 

○ The existing guest home already has a nonconforming setback of 58 feet from the lake; this 
distance will remain unchanged with the addition of the proposed deck. 
 

○ This request requires a variance to allow construction of a larger deck within the existing 
nonconforming setback. 

 

Purpose of the Request 
Both projects are driven primarily by safety, accessibility, and functionality needs: 

1. Main Home Deck Expansion 

● The existing deck and entry area are too narrow for safe use. 
 

● Wheelchair accessibility is currently not feasible: 
 

○ The landing area by the main door is too tight to allow maneuvering when opening the door while 
accessing the entry in a wheelchair. 
 

○ The pathway between the two homes is only 4 feet wide and further obstructed by a hot tub; this 
area becomes wet and slippery, creating a dangerous condition. 
 

○ Last year, both a family member (grandmother) and my son slipped and fell in this area. 
 



● The current deck space cannot reasonably accommodate a 6-person table, grill, and wheelchair access, 
making it impractical for normal family use. 
 

● The proposed 2.5-foot expansion will alleviate these safety and accessibility concerns, allowing for safe 
mobility, sufficient landing area, and functional family use. 
 

2. Small Bunk House Deck 

● Current allowance is for a 32 sq ft deck; this is inadequate for accessibility and safe use. 
 

● A variance is requested for a 96 sq ft deck, which would: 
 

○ Allow for wheelchair access directly to ground level, avoiding the need to use the current main 
entrance, which requires climbing ten (10) steps. 
 

○ Provide a functional and safe transition space without constructing multiple small, disconnected 
platforms. 
 

○ Be more aesthetically consistent, preserving lake views and avoiding unnecessary clutter of 
multiple structures closer to the shoreline. 

 

Reasons Compliance with the Ordinance Is Not Feasible 
We believe strict compliance with current setback regulations creates a practical difficulty due to the following: 

1. Wheelchair Accessibility and Safety 
 

○ Both projects directly address accessibility and safety challenges for elderly and mobility-impaired 
family members. 
 

○ Without these modifications, safe and reasonable use of the homes is significantly limited. 
 

2. Existing Nonconforming Conditions 
 

○ The main home’s deck was previously granted a variance to 79 feet; our request for 76.5 feet is 
only a 2.5-foot incremental adjustment to improve safety and accessibility. 
 

○ The bunk house already exists at a 58-foot setback. Adding a modest deck at the same setback 
does not create new encroachment, but instead enhances usability and accessibility. 
 

3. Better Alternative Than Allowed Option 
 

○ Current regulations would permit a small 32 sq ft deck with stairs down to a larger ground platform 
(up to 390 sq ft and 6 inches off the ground). This would actually result in greater total footprint, 
bring structures closer to the lakefront, and still fail to provide wheelchair accessibility. 
 

○ The requested design is more compact, safer, and visually consistent. 
 

4. No Adverse Impact on Neighbors or the Lake 
 

○ The proposed expansions will not block views, diminish privacy, or harm neighboring properties. 
 

○ The modifications remain within the existing developed footprint of the property and do not increase 
environmental impact on the shoreline. 



 

Conclusion 
We respectfully request approval of: 

1. A 76.5-foot variance from the lake setback for expansion of the main home’s deck. 
 

2. A variance to allow a 96 sq ft deck on the bunk house within its existing nonconforming 58-foot lake 
setback. 

These improvements are essential to ensuring safe, accessible, and practical use of our property for family 
members of all ages and mobility levels. They represent the most reasonable and responsible way to improve our 
property without creating additional impact on the lake or neighboring properties. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mark & Claudia Poppen 

 

 
 
 
 



View from the lake 
 
Before (3/29/2022) – 79 ft lakeshore setback 

 
After (8/29/25) – 76.5 ft lakeshore setback  

 
 
 
 
 
Before (12/17/2024) – 79 ft lakeshore setback 



 
 
 
After (8/29/25) – 76.5 ft lakeshore setback 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Before (12/17/2024) – 58 ft lakeshore setback 



 
 
After (8/29/25) – 58 ft lakeshore setback (no change given angle to lakeshore) 

 
 
 
Main Deck Dimensions 



Before  |  Proposed: Requires variance 

 
 
Small Deck Dimensions 
Before: N/A 
– 58 ft lake setback (from closest spot to the lake which is the left roof corner of the bunk house) 
 
Proposed: Requires variance   
– 8x12 ft deck (96 sq ft)    
– 58 ft lake setback (no change vs current given bunk house angle to the lakeshore)  

  
Last picture created with help from ChatGPT to visualize end-state.  
    
  
 Fall back option: No variance needed.  
– 8x4 ft deck (32 sq ft) with steps to ground. No permit required. 



– Up to 390 sq ft patio <6” above ground. Permit required. 
– <58 ft lake setback based on size of patio 

   
Pictures created with help from ChatGPT to visualize end-state.  



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


 



Proposed Structures 
Property Location: 29490 442nd Place, Aitkin, MN​
Type of Project: Residential – deck expansions​
Applicant(s): Mark Poppen, Claudia Fierro-Poppen

 

Before (3/29/2022) – 79 ft lakeshore setback 

 
After (8/29/25) – 76.5 ft lakeshore setback  

 
 

 



 
 
 
Before (12/17/2024) – 79 ft lakeshore setback 

 
 
 
After (8/29/25) – 76.5 ft lakeshore setback 

 
 
 

 



 
Before (12/17/2024) – 58 ft lakeshore setback 

 
 
After (8/29/25) – 58 ft lakeshore setback 

 
 
 



Main Deck Dimensions 
Before  |  After 

 
 
Small Deck Dimensions 
Before: N/A 
 
After: 
Option 1: Requires variance​ ​  
– 8x12 ft deck (96 sq ft)​​ ​  
– 58 ft lake setback​  

  
Last picture created with help from ChatGPT to visualize end-state.  
    
  

 



 Option 2: No variance needed. 
– 8x4 ft deck (32 sq ft) with steps to ground. No permit required. 
– Up to 390 sq ft patio <6” above ground. Permit required. 
– <58 ft lake setback based on size of patio 

   
Pictures created with help from ChatGPT to visualize end-state.  

 















Becklin & Whitney 
Consulting Engineers, Inc. 

523 MAIN STREET NORTH, SUITE 1 

CAMBRIDGE, MN 55008 

PHONE (763) 689-5631 FAX (763) 552-5631 

 
                                                                       September 5, 2025 

Claudia & Mark Poppen 

29490 442nd Place 

Aitkin, MN 

 

RE: Review of Proposed Deck Extension 

 Septic System Tank Setback 

  

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Introduction 

The owner is planning to extend the deck by 2 feet in an area near the existing septic tank.  The existing 

deck in the area of the septic tank extends 4 feet from the home, so the deck would extend 6 feet from the 

home.  We have not visited the site but were provided with sketches by the owner and have reviewed past 

permit information.  We were asked to determine the minimum distance allowed between septic tank and 

deck foundation. 

 

Discussion 

The deck footing near the septic tank is 4 feet from the home and will not be moved.  The deck will 

cantilever out 2 feet beyond the deck foundation post.  The existing deck foundation post is at least 4 feet 

away from the septic tank and foundation post will not put pressure on the side of the septic tank or affect 

its function.  The septic tank vent would be clear of the deck and the septic tank manhole is also clear of 

the proposed deck. 

 

Conclusions   

The deck foundation post is existing and is at least 4 feet from the septic tank and is approved for 

structural and function of the septic tank.  We have no comments about the deck expansion beyond the 

area of septic tank.   

 

Attachments: Related Documents 

 

 
 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PLAN, 

SPECIFICATION, OR REPORT WAS PREPARED BY ME 

OR UNDER MY DIRECT SUPERVISION AND THAT I 

AM A DULY REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL 

ENGINEER UNDER THE    LAWS OF THE STATE OF 

MINNESOTA. 

 
WILLIAM A. BECKLIN, P.E.               

DATE: SEPTEMBER 5, 2025                LIC.  NO.  18494

 

 



 
 



 



​​

 
 



 



29490 442nd Place, Aitkin, MN

TBD Mark & Claudia Poppen

Mark & Claudia Poppen 9/1/2025

zero

30

More detailed plan on next page
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